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Barriers to the Growth of the Film Industry in Jordan from the
Perspective of Global Filmmakers
Prepared by
Jumana Suleiman Atieh Eldur
Supervised by
Dr. Hanan Kamel Ismail Al-Sheikh
Abstract

This study examines the key barriers hindering the growth of the Jordanian film industry
from the perspective of Arab and international filmmakers. Despite increasing global
interest in creative economies and the expanding visibility of Jordan as a filming
destination, the local film industry continues to face structural, financial, cultural, and
educational challenges that limit its ability to evolve into a sustainable cinematic
ecosystem. Using qualitative research design, the study employed in-depth interviews and
a focus group with filmmakers, producers, critics, and industry professionals from various
countries. The data were analyzed using Thematic Analysis to identify recurring patterns
across participants’ perceptions, Findings reveal that financial constraints remain the
most significant obstacle, particularly the reliance on grants and the absence of long-term
investment mechanisms. Participants also highlighted issues related to institutional
fragmentation, limited distribution networks, weak cinematic education, and the strong
influence of cultural and social sensitivities on content production. These results were
interpreted through the Structure—Conduct-Performance (SCP) model, which
demonstrated the interconnectedness between the industry’s structural gaps, the cautious

behavior of filmmakers, and the modest overall performance of the sector.

Keywords: Jordanian Cinema, Media Economics, Structural Barriers, Film Industry,(SCP)

model.
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